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                    Chico Unified School District 1163 7th St. Chico, CA 95928 (530) 891-3000 

Shasta Elementary School  
169 Leora Court 
Chico, CA 95973 
(530) 891-3141 
www.chicousd.org/dna/shasta  
Principal:  Larry Spini 
October 1, 2008 
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                    October: 

11th -    Farmers Dinner 3:00–7:00 

14th –   PTO Meeting 6:30 Library 

22nd -   Cal Skate Night 6:00-8:00 

 A Message from Mr. Spini:  

“Once the mind has been 
stretched by a new idea, it 
will never again return to its 
original size.”  - Oliver Wendell 
Homes 
 
     One of the very best ways to 
stretch one’s mind is by reading.  
READING!!!  I can still remember the 
parent conference my Mom and I 
attended in the forth grade.  It went 
something like this.  “Good morning 
Mrs. Spini, we are here to talk to you 
about your son’s reading.”  I think she 
meant “lack of reading!”  It was the 
first time my Mom had to meet with a 
teacher since the first grade when my 
work wasn’t being turned in.  At least 
that is what my teacher thought!  I 
remember telling Mrs. Swanson that I 
had turned my work in every day.  
“Nothing was turned in today,” she 
said.  I said “Yes I did.”  So we went 
through all the papers and sure 
enough there was my paper with 
Carol’s name on it.  Carol the little girl 
who sat in front of me had been 
erasing my name each day and 
putting her name on my paper! 
 
 Back to the fourth grade….I 
hated to read those fourth grade 
books, especially those big thick ones 
with hard covers.  I remember my 
mom telling Mrs. Sawin, my teacher, 
that I was able to read the newspaper 
and encyclopedias and all kinds of 
things about NASA and Space.  At the 
conference my teacher pulled out a 
newspaper and I read it.  Mrs. Sawin 
nearly fell off her chair.  I told her that 
the books in class were too boring.  A 
book has to be INTERESTING.    
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By Lorrclar�

Did you know one of the most prominent 
indicators of a successful reader is the 
amount of time spent reading with your 

child? 

Child A is read to for 20 minutes, 5 nights a 
week. 

Child B is read to for only 4 minutes a night 
or not at all. 

Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times 
each week. 

Child A is read to for 100 minutes a week. 
Child B is read to for 20 minutes a week. 

Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks 
each month. 

Child A is read to for 400 minutes a month. 
Child B is read to for 80 minutes a month. 

Step 3: Multiply minutes a month x 12 
months. 

Child A is read to for 4800 minutes a year. 
Child B is read to for 960 minutes a year. 

Child A experiences reading the equivalent 
of 12 whole school days a year. 

Child B gets the equivalent of only 2½ 
school days of reading practice. 

Upon entering Junior High: 
Child A will have explored reading the 
equivalent of 48 whole school days. 

Child B will have explored reading the 
equivalent of only 10 school days. Which do 

you think will be the more successful 
reader?�

 

 
38th Annual Farmer’s Dinner  

Saturday, October 11, 2008 
3:00 – 7:00 pm. 

 
����������	�
���	���
���� �

Carnival Games 
Cupcake Walk 
Cotton Candy 

Classroom baskets 
Silent Auction & Raffle 

 
Live Auction is back by popular 

demand and starts at 6 pm in the 
breezeway. 

Kids can wear their Halloween 
Costumes. 

 
 

Tri-tip Dinner 
Includes: 

Baked Potato, Salad, Drink 
and Dessert 

Hot Dogs available for kids 
 

Adults/Kids 12 & Older = $9.00 
Kids 4 – 11 =$4.00 

Kids 3 and under eat free 
 Served 4:00 – 6:30 pm. 
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Parents, are you a Shasta 
Alumni?  

 
 Hey all you parents who were 
once Shasta students…..Yearbook is 
looking for pictures of you with your 
current Shasta student for the 2008-09 
yearbook.  Even better would be any 
prior students who now have a child 
being taught by a teacher that once 
taught the parent. (That’s a brain 
twister!)  If you are a Shasta Alumni, 
please submit a photo of you with your 
current Shasta student, and if possible 
the teacher that once taught the parent, 
to the PTO box located in the office.  
Remember to label the picture with your 
names and the current grade of your 
student on a sticky note (DO NOT write 
on the back of the photo since it will 
shine through the image during 
reproduction). 
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Perception Test  
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Friends of the Library  
Welcome Local Author 

MIKE GRAF 
October 22nd 3 - 4:00 p.m.  

Butte County Library, Chico Branch 
1108 Sherman Avenue 

Mike has written over 70 books! Many of 
his books are outdoor fiction for children 

ages 8-12. He is an enthusiastic storyteller 
and adventurer who enjoys sharing his 

love of writing.  
Please join us for this exciting event! 

The Shasta Parent/Student 
Handbook  

Now available online at the Shasta 
School website 

www.chicousd.org/dna/shasta.  Copies 
are also available in the Parent Corner in 

the cafeteria. 
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