

First Grade Language Arts Standards

By the end of first grade all students demonstrate continuous progress in beginning reading and writing skills using knowledge and experience, the structure of the language, and phonics. Children write for varied purposes and demonstrate increasing proficiency in speaking and listening skills.

	Reading
	Literature
	Writing
	Listening and Speaking

	Concepts about Print

•  Match oral words to printed words.

•  Identify title and author.

•  Identify letters, words, and sentences.

Decoding, Word Recognition, and Vocabulary

•  Use phonic knowledge to sound out words.

•  Read common word families and sight words.

•  Read aloud fluently.

•  Read compound words and contractions.

•  Classify categories of words.

Reading Comprehension

•  Read and understand grade-appropriate material.

•  Respond to who, what, when, where, and how questions.

•  Follow one-step written directions.
   
	•  Retell a simple story identifying main character, setting, and idea.

•  Identify beginning, middle, and end of a story.
	•  Write and speak in complete coherent sentences.

•  Spell first grade sight words correctly.

•  Use phonics to spell and write independently.

•  Use period, exclamation point, or question marks at the end of a sentence.

•  Correctly capitalize the first word of a sentence.

•  Write a creative story.

•  Write upper and lowercase alphabet using correct penmanship.

•  Select a focus and use descriptive words when writing.

•  Write stories describing an experience.

•  Write descriptions of a real object, person, or event using details.


	•  Listen attentively.

•  Ask questions for clarification and understanding.

•  Give, restate, and follow simple two-step directions.

•  Stay on topic when speaking.

•  Use descriptive words when speaking about people, places, things, and events.

•  Recite poems, rhymes, songs, and stories.

•  Retell stories using basic grammar, sequencing story events.

•  Provide descriptions with careful attention to sensory detail.




How Parents Can Help


•  Start a family reading time - take turns reading aloud 


   from a book for at least 15 minutes each day.  Discuss 


   stories read by asking questions.


•  Write letters and notes back and forth with your child.


•  Give books and magazine subscriptions as gifts to your


    child.


�
•  Have a writing supply box and encourage writing notes,


   letters, lists, & diaries.  (Remember that your child is just


   developing as a speller so allow for approximations.)


•  Give your child two- and three-step directions and have


    them repeat them to develop listening skills.


•  Go to the library regularly and check out books.  Create a home library also.


�
•  Read and share rhymes, songs, and poems.


•  Dictate spelling words in simple sentences.


•  Encourage reading behaviors such as reading labels at


   the store and reading signs.


•  Monitor your child's television viewing.  Watch educational programs that teach alphabet and letter sounds.�
�
 








