

Second Grade Language Arts Standards

By the end of second grade all students are readers and writers practicing daily and improving their skills continuously.  Students spend much of their day on language arts and show increasing proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

	Reading
	Literature
	Writing
	Listening and Speaking

	Skills

•  Read and understand grade-appropriate text.

•  Read aloud fluently with expression.

•  Use knowledge of spelling patterns.

•  Sound out multisyllable words.

•  Identify and use regular and irregular plurals.

•  Recognize common abbreviations.

•  Understand and explain common antonyms and synonyms.

•  Know the meaning of simple prefixes and suffixes.

Comprehension

•  Use titles, table of contents, and chapter headings to locate information.

•  Ask clarifying questions (why? what if? how?).

•  Restate facts and details to clarify and organize ideas.

•  Recognize cause and effect relationships.

•  Interpret information from diagrams, charts, and graphs.

•  Follow two-step written directions.

•  State purpose for reading.


	•  Compare and contrast plots, settings, and characters.

•  Identify rhythm, rhyme, and alliteration in poetry.

•  Generate alternative endings to stories.


	•  Write brief stories based on personal experience.

•  Write a letter to a friend.

•  Produce legible handwriting.

•  Revise writing to improve sequence and descriptive detail.

•  Understand the purpose of a dictionary, thesaurus, and atlas.

•  Distinguish between complete and incomplete sentences.

•  Use correct word order in sentences.

•  Identify and use various parts of speech including nouns and verbs.

•  Use quotation marks correctly.

•  Capitalize proper nouns, words at beginning of sentences and in greetings, months, days of the week, titles, and initials of people.

•  Spell frequently used irregular words.


	•  Determine purpose of listening.

•  Paraphrase information.

•  Give and follow three- and four-step directions.

•  Organize presentations to maintain a focus.

•  Speak clearly and appropriately.

•  Recount experiences and retell stories in logical sequence.

•  Report on a topic with supportive facts and details.





How Parents Can Help


•  Have your child read daily and discuss the story with him/her.


•  Let your child see you reading.


•  Read to your child at least 20 minutes a day.


•  Have your child stop and predict what will happen next 


   when reading a story.


•  Play word games such as "Scrabble Jr." or "Boggle Jr.”


•  Help your child write a letter to a friend or relative.


�
•  Have a minimum of 5 minutes of uninterrupted conversation with your child every day.


•  Provide materials for and encourage the writing of 


   simple notes, lists, diaries, and journals.


•  With your child write and illustrate a storybook for younger children.


•  Develop a list of chores with your child, having her/him 


   decide what will be done first, second, third, etc.�
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