

Third Grade Language Arts Standards

By the end of third grade all students are readers and writers practicing daily and improving their skills continuously. In third grade, your child will expand reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills to obtain information from literature and content material such as science and history/social science.

	Reading
	Literature
	Writing
	Listening and Speaking

	Skills

•  Sound out multisyllable words.

•  Read text aloud with accuracy and fluency.

•  Recognize antonyms, synonyms, and homonyms.

•  Use sentence and word context to find the meaning of unknown words.

•  Use knowledge of prefixes to determine the meaning of words.

Comprehension

•  Use titles, table of contents, glossaries, etc. to locate information in text.

•  Be able to ask questions and support answers.

•  Recall major points in the text and make predictions.

•  Distinguish the main idea and supporting details.

•  Follow simple mutli-step written instructions.

   
	•  Distinguish common forms of literature (poetry, fiction, etc.).

•  Determine what characters are like by what they say and do and by how the author portrays them.

•  Determine the author’s message in fiction and non-fiction text.

•  Recognize similarities of sounds in words and rhythmic patterns.


	•  Write a paragraph that develops a topic sentence and include supporting facts and details.

•  Write legibly in cursive.

•  Understand the structure and organization of various reference materials (dictionary, thesaurus, and atlas).

•  Revise drafts to improve the coherence and logical progression of ideas.

•  Write stories within which an action takes place and include well-chosen details to develop the plot.

•  Write descriptions that use sensory detail to present and support impressions of people, places, things, or experiences.

•  Write personal and formal letters, thank you notes, and invitations.

•  Identify and use past, present, and future verb tenses.

•  Identify and use subjects and verbs correctly.

•  Punctuate dates, addresses, and items in a series.

•  Capitalize geographical names, holidays, historical periods, and special events.

•  Arrange words in alphabetical order.


	•  Retell, paraphrase, and explain what a speaker has said.

•  Connect and relate prior experiences, insights, and ideas to those of a speaker.

•  Respond to questions with appropriate detail.

•  Organize ideas around major points of information.

•  Tell the difference between a speaker’s opinions and facts.

•  Use clear and specific vocabulary to communicate ideas and establish the tone.

•  Clarify and support oral presentations using appropriate props (objects, pictures, and charts).

•  Read poetry aloud with fluency, rhythm, and pace.

•  Compare ideas and points of view in broadcast and print media.

•  Plan and present dramatic interpretations of experiences, stories, poems, or plays.





How Parents Can Help


•  Read and share classic fairy tales, myths, legends, and folk tales with your child.


•  Have your child be in charge of a family discussion.


•  Encourage your child to support opinions with detailed information.


�
•  Provide simple crossword puzzles for your child.  


•  Take time to help your child seek information by looking at maps to determine routes, following directions to put together a new bicycle, and using the dictionary or encyclopedia to find information.


•  Listen to your child read aloud.


�
•  Provide a variety of reading materials such as books, magazines, and newspapers.


•  Ask questions about the materials your child reads.


•  Practice any spelling words. 


•  Have meaningful conversations with your child.�
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