

Fourth Grade Language Arts Standards

By the end of fourth grade all students are readers and writers practicing daily and improving their skills continuously.  In fourth grade, your child will refine reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills to obtain information from literature and content material such as science and history/social science.  In addition to their regular school reading, students read one-half million words annually.
	Reading
	Literature
	Writing 
	Listening and Speaking

	Skills

•  Read and understand grade appropriate fiction and nonfiction texts.

•  Use word origins, derivations, synonyms, antonyms, and idioms to determine work meaning.

•  Use common root words, prefixes and suffixes to determine word meaning.

•  Distinguish words with multiple meanings.

Comprehension

•  Compare and contrast information from several passages on the same topic.

•  Distinguish between cause and effect, fact and opinion.

•  Make and confirm predictions about text. 

•  Follow multi-step instructions in a basic technical manual.

   
	•  Identify the main events of the plot.

•  Determine the causes for a character’s action using the story elements for support.

•  Compare and contrast tales from different cultures.


	•  Use the writing process (pre-write, draft, revise, edit, publish).

•  Write clear and coherent sentences.

•  Write multi-paragraph compositions using topic sentences, supporting details, and a conclusion.

•  Write narrative responses to literature, information reports, summaries, and letters, which include:

     • compound sentences;

     • regular/irregular verbs and adverbs;

     • prepositions and conjunctions;

     • commas and apostrophes;

     • quotation marks and parentheses; and

     • appropriate capitalization and underlining.

•  Use standard spelling in written work.

•  Write legibly in cursive or joined italic.

•  Demonstrate basic keyboarding skills and familiarity with computer terminology (cursor, software, memory, disk drive, and hard drive).
	•  Listen responsively and respectfully to others’ points of view.

•  Ask appropriate questions and respond to the questions of others.

•  Summarize main ideas after listening.

•  Give precise directions and instructions.

•  Give effective oral presentations with introductions, important ideas and conclusion, using:

     •  appropriate grammar, word choice, and          pacing;

     •  eye contact, intonation, and gestures which engage the listener.

•  Evaluate the role of the media in focusing attention and in forming opinions on issues.

•  Make narrative and informational presentations.

•  Deliver oral summaries of articles and books and recite brief poems.





How Parents Can Help


•  Read quality children’s literature aloud nightly or set aside time for your child to read independently and discuss the literature with you.


•  Visit museums, historical sites and libraries to build your child’s knowledge base.


•  Have your child write to pen pals, relatives, authors, etc. Provide opportunities to use the computer if possible.�
•  Provide your child with his/her own dictionary and encourage its use to look up word meaning, correct spelling of words, etc.


•  Take time to help your child seek information by looking at maps to determine routes, following directions to put together a new bicycle, and using the dictionary or encyclopedia to find out more information.


�
•  Talk with your child about vacations and community events.


•  Have your child do chores that require the use of directions such as a recipe to cook something for the family.


•  Limit television viewing time.�
�









