

Fifth Grade Language Arts Standards

By the end of fifth grade all students are readers and writers practicing daily and improving their skills continuously.  In fifth grade, your child will refine reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills to obtain information from literature and content material such as science and history/social science.  In addition to their regular school reading, students progress toward the eighth grade goal of reading one million words annually on their own.

	Reading
	Literature
	Writing 
	Listening and Speaking

	Skills

•  Read aloud with good expression.

•  Analyze complex words by breaking into known parts, such as root word, prefix, etc.

•  Understand and use antonyms and synonyms.

•  Understand the meaning of words from their context.

Comprehension

•  Analyze and understand that text is presented sequentially and that bold type, graphics, and charts are to help with understanding.

•  Analyze text to determine main ideas and supporting ideas, to draw inferences, and seek conclusions.

•  Distinguish between fact and opinion in text. 

 
	•  Identify and analyze poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction.

•  Identify the main problem and how it is resolved.

•  Determine the importance of the actions and motives to the meaning of the story.

•  Know and use literary imagery, metaphors, and symbolism.

•  Use literature to understand traditions of other cultures.

•  Evaluate how the author’s use of language influences the reader’s perspective.


	•  Write clear and focused essays, as well as narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive texts of at least 500 to 700 words.

•  Use a variety of sources to locate information.

•  Create simple documents using word processing features.

•  Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings.

•  Edit and revise written work.

•  Demonstrate a command of standard American English and writing conventions (grammar and punctuation).


	•  Ask questions of the speaker.

•  Interpret the speaker’s verbal and nonverbal cues.  Make inferences, and draw conclusions.

•  Compose and deliver focused, coherent oral presentations, which engage the audience.

•  Analyze the media for persuasive techniques, facts or opinions, interpretations of events, and transmission of culture. 





How Parents Can Help





•  Encourage note taking from home communications.


•  Encourage your child to become active in community events and services such as “Park Cleanup” and share the experience both formally and informally.


•  Provide and play games such as “Trivial Pursuit” and “Password.”�
•  Encourage the use of the dictionary to look up word meaning, spelling, and pronunciation.


•  Talk about current events.


•  Encourage all forms of reading.


•  Limit television viewing time.�
�









