

Sixth Grade Language Arts Standards

By the end of sixth grade all students read from a wide variety of materials for information, understanding, and enjoyment.  They write using different writing styles for varying audiences, including reports, narratives, persuasive essays, and responses to literature.  Final, edited drafts demonstrate the conventions of quality writing including standard grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  Students communicate effectively using appropriate speaking and listening skills.  Students discuss and write to clarify ideas, expand understanding, and explore other points of view.  In addition to their regular school reading, students progress toward the eighth grade goal of reading one million words annually on their own.
	Reading
	Literature
	Writing 
	Listening and Speaking

	Skills

•  Read aloud with good expression.

•  Identify and interpret figurative language and words with multiple meanings.

•  Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words and use these words accurately.

Comprehension

•  Use a variety of media to obtain information.

•  Understand text through the main idea and clarify by creating logical notes.

•  Determine that the author’s conclusions are justified.

•  Be able to follow multiple-step instructions for preparing applications.

   
	•  Identify the forms of fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form.

•  Determine the theme, the problem, and the solution and critique the characters’ credibility.

•  Read and respond to historically and culturally significant works of world literature.

•  Define how tone and meaning are conveyed in poetry.


	• Write clear and focused essays, as well as narrative, expository, persuasive, and researched reports of at least 500 to 700 words.

•  Use a variety of sources to locate information.

•  Create simple documents using word processing features.

•  Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings.

•  Edit and revise written work.

•  Demonstrate a command of standard American English and writing conventions (grammar and punctuation).


	•  Ask questions of the speaker.

•  Interpret the speaker’s verbal and nonverbal cues.  Make inferences and draw conclusions.

•  Compose and deliver a variety of focused, coherent oral presentations which engage the audience.

•  Analyze the media for persuasive techniques and identify false and misleading information used in media (e.g., the Internet).

•  Restate and execute multiple-step oral instructions and directions.





How Parents Can Help


•  Model the importance of reading by doing it yourself.


•  Talk, share and listen to your child; include him/her in family discussions.


•  Read some of the books your child is reading; discuss the ideas, characters, and plots together.


•  Visit the local library to check out books and use the Internet.�
•  Limit television viewing time.


•  Have your child read and respond to various forms of literature (e.g., biographies, fiction, non-fiction, myths, editorials).


•  Have your child write journals, diaries, travel logs, and formal and informal letters.
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